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Call to Order April 28, 2020 
 

1. Chairman Vigeant called the regular meeting of the Marlborough School Committee to 

order at 7:30 p.m. at the District Education Center, 17 Washington Street, Marlborough, 

MA. Members remotely present included Heidi Matthews, Michelle Bodin-Hettinger, 

Denise Ryan, Katherine Hennessy, Earl Geary, and Daniel Caruso. The Assistant 

Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, Mary Murphy and the Director of Finance and 

Operations, Douglas Dias, were also remotely present.  The only physically present 

individuals were Chairman Vigeant and Superintendent Michael Bergeron. 

  
 This meeting is being recorded by local cable, WMCT-TV, and is available for review. 

 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:  Chairman Vigeant led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 
3. Presentation: None 

 

 

4. Committee Discussion/Directives: None 

 
 

5. Communications: None 

 
 

6. Superintendent’s Report 

 
Superintendent Bergeron began his report by updating the committee on the delivery of 
meals throughout the city. As of April 22nd, 72,450 meals have been prepared and 
delivered to the residents of Marlborough. Channel 5 did a story on the efforts of the 
cafeteria staff and bus company at the link provided in the Superintendent’s report. Mr. 
Bergeron thanked those involved for helping out their community! 
The new elementary school is still being worked on in respect to landscaping, paving the 
parking lot, paving and roadwork on Poirier Drive and punch list work.  
Mr. Bergeron plans to brainstorm safe ways to recognize high school seniors with 
Principal Riley. The Superintendent has been made aware of virtual ceremonies being 
utilized by some communities, but he hopes for each senior to come across a stage to 
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receive their diploma. The city has provided the district with facilities that could be 
utilized to make this happen if it can be done so in a safe manner. These are the early 
stages of planning, but Mr. Bergeron hopes to have a set plan with a date to provide 
families with soon.  
Superintendent Bergeron explained how the Fiscal Year 2021 budget needs adjustment 
due to the unforeseen economic conditions the district now faces. It is probable that 
additional reductions will be needed after the legislature acts on the state budget. The 
Superintendent’s plan has been to prioritize spending in critical areas, and he now has 
new recommendations on how to reduce the budget, which are specified in his report.   
Superintendent Bergeron further explained that Mr. Riley has been conversing with 
seniors he works with to gather ideas from them about commencement, but he and Mr. 
Bergeron will be figuring out how to make everything work and bringing ideas to the 
School Committee once more information is collected. 
 

 
 

7. Acceptance of Minutes 

 

A. Minutes of the April 14th, 2020 School Committee Meeting 

 

Motion made by Heidi Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to accept these 

minutes. 

Motion passed 5-0-1. Yes: Bodin-Hettinger, Geary, Hennessy, Matthews and Ryan. 

Chairman Vigeant abstained from voting. Mr. Caruso was unable to virtually connect 

to the meeting for this voting. 

 

 
 

8. Public Participation: None 

  
It should be noted that members of the public may provide comment by dialing 508-460-
3503 extension 10121 during virtual School Committee meetings or via email before the 
meeting to superintendent@mps-edu.org. 
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9. Action Items/Reports: 

 

A. Elementary Redistricting 

 

Superintendent Bergeron asked the committee to accept the redistricting plan as 

proposed. This plan has been presented at multiple locations/meetings including the 

last School Committee meeting on April 14th.   

  

Motion made by Michelle Bodin-Hettinger, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to approve 

the elementary redistricting plan.  

Motion passed 6-0-1. Yes: Bodin-Hettinger, Caruso, Geary, Hennessy, Matthews and 

Ryan. Chairman Vigeant abstained from voting. 

 
 

B. Policy for First Read 

 

1. Policy 7.100 Heat Modification 

  
Mrs. Hennessy briefly explained the policy presented for first read to the committee, 

which is based on information provided by the MIAA on expectations. She noted that 

Jeff Rudzinsky, the Athletic Director, ordered the appropriate thermometers needed 

as soon as he received this information from MIAA, so steps have already been taken 

to meet these expectations. If other schools at away games are not meeting these 

standards, Mr. Rudzinsky has the ability to request modifications to meet such. 

 
 

 
10. Reports of School Committee Sub-Committees 

 

Mrs. Hennessy stated that the Policy Sub-Committee will be holding a meeting on 

Thursday morning for the agenda posted online.  
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11. Members’ Forum 

 

Mrs. Hennessy thanked the administration, the Mayor and City Council for working 

collaboratively on what is best for the community. She asked the public for their patience 

during these trying times.  

Chairman Vigeant acknowledged how smoothly things have been running in the 

community. Police and Fire first responders, DPW and City Hall have been limiting their 

exposure to the virus. 

 

 
12. Adjournment: 

 

Motion made by Michelle Bodin-Hettinger, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to adjourn at 

7:54 p.m.  

Motion passed 6-0-1. Yes: Bodin-Hettinger, Caruso, Geary, Hennessy, Matthews and 

Ryan. Chairman Vigeant abstained from voting.  

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

      Heidi Matthews 

      Secretary, Marlborough School Committee 

 

 

 

HM/jm 

 

Approved May 12, 2020  

about:blank

